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military commander at that point during 1863
and 1864; but he refused to be deterred "by the
threats of trouble. He left Nashville in the
morning accompanied by Mrs, "Weaver, Mrs.
Lease, and two others. "When the train stopped
at the station one hundred men on mules and
horses formed an escort around his carriage.
A band led the procession through the town,
and out to the fair grounds a mile away where
the speaking began at noon. The town was full
of horsemen and men on mules, in cotton carts,
and in road wagons. There were no weapons in
sight. The Democratic leaders were working
vigorously from sunrise to prevent trouble.

After discussing party issues General "Weaver
said: "I am not and never was afraid of any-
thing on earth. They said I would not dare to
come here. Some of the tenderest memories of
my life are here, memories of the good people
with whom I lived here. I was a subordinate
officer, a military Mayor. I was the guest of the
best families here and for the first time I am
accused of tyranny while here. I did make a
levy by orders and gave a receipt for every dol-
lar. Men do not give receipts for property they
steal.

"I am accused of extortion, of taking money
to release men from prison, of.selling passports,
of putting women out of their homes, of abusing
confederate soldiers. I do not care who said